North Shore Chamber of Commerce

General Membership Meeting, Thursday, July 2, 2009 @ Haleiwa Joe's

I. Sign in and Networking (8am)

II. Opening/ Business

     A. Welcome and Call to Order: Josh Heimowitz called the meeting to order at 8:30am.

     B. Approval of Agenda: It was moved and seconded to approve the agenda. The motion carried.
     C. Introductions: The Board, staff, new members, guests introduced. Ron Valenciana requested support for Operation Back Pack. New members were acknowledged and guests, who were attending their first meeting, were encouraged to join.

    D Approval of Minutes and Financial Statement: It was moved and seconded that the minutes be approved. The motion carried. Chet reviewed the financial statement and commented that we need to get more members. It was moved and seconded that the financial statement be approved. The motion carried.

III. Committee Reports
    A. Membership Drive: Susan Lau and Bill Martin, co-chairs reported that Mike Botha of Sandwich Isle Termite is a Gold Sponsor. Reasons to join the NSCC are: networking, synergy- more voices, and educational value. Our target is 40 new members. Please help us in achieving this goal.

     B. Telephone Exchange Building: Ed D'Ascoli reported that it will be the permanent home for the NSCC.We hope to complete the construction by the end of summer. Mr. Otholt, Ross Reed, and Lee from North Shore Equipment Rentals have put in many volunteer hours. Please Buy a Brick for $100.00 to help with funding the restoration. Available also are Corporate bricks for $2500, Room Sponsorships. Thank you to all that have given support to the TEB.
     C. North Shore Map: Bob Schieve reported that reservation deadline to be on map is August 3. There is no increase in price. We have received many positive comments on the value of being on the map.

     D. Disaster Preparedness: Jay Oku reported that on Aug. 1 there will be a meeting at Cottage 1. We need 30 to 50 volunteers from Sunset to Mokuleia. There will be a booth at the Haleiwa Art Festival for more information.

     E. Executive Director's Report: Antya reported that the Business Expo will be October 28, 2009. It will be a Turtle Bay. First Hawaiian Bank will be a $5000.00 sponsor. We are working on walking tours and plaques for historic buildings. A Historic Preservation Grant will help with the funding. Oral histories must be documented. Concierge Tour: A Day on the North Shore for concierges from various Waikiki hotels will be held on July 12, 2009. Gift bags will be given to each participant. If you would like to donate product please contact Antya. The tour will be from Turtle Bay to Mokuleia.
IV. Public Officials Update

     A. Senator Bunda's Office: Laura Figueira reported that the unions have three bills: Procurement, Worker's Comp., and Card Check. July 8, 2009 at the state capital there will be a walk around. We need 100 people re: card check.

V. Guest Speakers

     A. Paul Brewbaker: Paul spoke about the Economic Outlook for 2009 and Beyond. Paul talked about when a recession begins, worries about inflation, impact of Bear Stearns collapse. He said that people are not consuming thus retail is hurting. Savings are up. Framing moments in people's lives were the Depression and Prohibition. Military housing is a bench mark. 3000 to 4000 projects on Oahu. Oahu is in better shape than most. Feds are on a spending spree. In September gas prices were way up. Nine months later- stocks flat. In the 3rd quarter, stocks are supposed to go up. Paul suggested that counter-intuitive is the way to go! "Crisis is a terrible thing to waste." A question and answer session followed Paul's thought-provoking speech.
     B.  Bill Brizee, Principal Architects Hawaii: Bill is the architect for the IGA Building. CVS has purchased Longs and they will open in the IGA Building in approximately 4 to 5 months. Re-roofing will be the first project. The exterior will remain the same except for painting and any wood repair. The interior is 18,000 sq. ft. with a 2000 sq. ft. mezzanine. Local products will be featured along with other merchandise.
VI. Announcements

     A. Next membership meeting August 27, 2009, Waimea Valley 8:00 AM

     B. Haleiwa Art Festival: July 18, 19

VII. Adjournment: 10:30 am
